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FIELDS OF PROFESSIONAL INTEREST 
 
Theory and Methodology, Comparative/Historical Sociology, Sociology of Culture and Religion 
 
SCHOLARSHIP 
 
IN PRESS  
 
“Apocalypse, history, and the empire of modernity,” in Madawi al-Rasheed and Marat Shteri, 
eds., Dying for Faith: Religiously Motivated Violence in the Contemporary World (London: I.B. 
Tauris, forthcoming 2009). 
 
"Epistemology and socio-historical inquiry," Annual Review of Sociology 16 (1990): 329-51, 
reprinted in Sotirios Sarantako, ed., Data Analysis, ISBN 978-1-4129-2276-0 (London: SAGE 
Publications, forthcoming). 
 
Apocalypse: From Antiquity to the Empire of Modernity (Cambridge, England: Polity, 
forthcoming 2009). 
 
BOOKS 
 
Sociology on Culture (with Mary Jo Neitz and Marshall Battani). London: Routledge, 2003.  
 
Apocalypse Observed: Religious Movements and Violence in North America, Europe, and Japan. 
With Philip D. Schuyler and Sylvaine Trinh (London: Routledge, 2000).  
 

John R. Hall and Philip D. Schuyler, “The mystical apocalypse of the Solar Temple,” 
from Apocalypse Observed: Religious Movements and Violence in North America, 
Europe, and Japan. London: Routledge, 2000: 111-48, reprinted, chapter 4, pp. 55-89 in 
James R. Lewis, ed., The Order of the Solar Temple (Aldergate, Hampshire, United 
Kingdom: Ashgate, 2006). 

 
John R. Hall, “The apocalypse at Jonestown,” from Apocalypse Observed: Religious 
Movements and Violence in North America, Europe, and Japan. London: Routledge, 
2000: 15-43, reprinted, chapter 12, pp. 186-207, in Lorne L. Dawson, ed., Cults and New 
Religious Movements. Oxford: Blackwell, 2003.  

 
Cultures of Inquiry: From Epistemology to Discourse in Sociohistorical Research (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 1999). 
 
Culture: Sociological Perspectives, with co-author Mary Jo Neitz (Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: 
Prentice-Hall, 1993). 

  
Culture: Sociological Perspectives, with co-author Mary Jo Neitz; Chinese edition, 
translation by Zhou Xiaohong and Xu Bin (Beijing: Commercial Press, 2002). 
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Gone From the Promised Land: Jonestown in American Cultural History (New Brunswick, N.J.: 
Transaction Books, 1987). 
 

Gone from the Promised Land: Jonestown in American Cultural History, with a 
introduction to the 2nd edition by the author. New Brunswick, N.J.: Transaction, 2004. 

 
The Ways Out: Utopian Communal Groups in an Age of Babylon. (London: International Library 
of Sociology, Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1978). 

 
EDITED BOOKS 
 
Visual Worlds, co-edited with Blake Stimson and Lisa Tamiris Becker (London: Routledge, 
2005). 
 
Reworking Class (Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press, 1997). 
 
Capitalism and Agriculture in the Haouz of Marrakesh, by Paul Pascon (London: Kegan Paul 
International, 1986), English translation from the French of Paul Pascon, Le Haouz de 
Marrakech, Volume II (Rabat, Morocco: Centre Universitaire de la Recherche Scientifique, 
1977). 

 
ARTICLES, CHAPTERS AND REPORTS (* signifies refereed journal article) 
 
“Historicity and sociohistorical research,” pp. 82-99 in William Outhwaite and Stephen P. 
Turner, eds., The SAGE Handbook of Social Science Methodology (London: SAGE Publications, 
2007).  
 
Thomas Robbins and John R. Hall, “New religious movements and violence,” pp. 245-70 in 
David Bromley, ed., Teaching New Religious Movements (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 
2007). 
 
“History, methodologies, and the study of religion.” pp. 167-88 in James Beckford and N.J. 
Demerath III, eds., The SAGE Handbook of the Sociology of Religion (London: SAGE 
Publications, 2007). 
 
"Theorizing hermeneutic cultural history," pp. 110-39 in Roger Friedland and John Mohr, eds., 
Matters of Culture. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004. 
 
"Apocalypse 9/11," pp. 265-82 in Phillip C. Lucas and Thomas Robbins, eds., New Religious 
Movements in the Twenty-First Century: Legal, Political, and Social Challenges in Global 
Perspective. London: Routledge, 2004. 
 

 “Jonestown in the 21st century,” Society vol. 41, number 2 (2004): 9-11. 
 

Reprinted as “Introduction to the second edition,” pp. ix-xvi in John R. Hall, Gone from 
the Promised Land: Jonestown in American Cultural History, 2nd edition. New 
Brunswick, N.J.: Transaction, 2004. 
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“Religion and violence: social processes in comparative perspective,” pp. 359-81 in Michele 
Dillon, ed., Handbook for the Sociology of Religion. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 
2003.  
 
“Cultural history is dead (long live the Hydra),” pp. 151-67 in Gerard Delanty and Engin Isin, 
eds., Handbook for Historical Sociology. Beverly Hills, Ca.: Sage, 2003. 
 
“Mass suicide and the Branch Davidians,” a revised and emended version of "Public Narratives 
and the Apocalyptic Sect: From Jonestown to Mount Carmel," Armageddon in Mount Carmel, 
Stuart A. Wright, editor (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1995). Pp. 149-69 in David 
G. Bromley and J. Gordon Melton, Cults, Religion, and Violence. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 2002. 
 
“Cultures of Inquiry and the Rethinking of Disciplines.” Pp. 191-210 in Patrick Joyce, ed., The 
Social in Question: New Bearings in History and the Social Sciences. London: Routledge, 2002. 
 
* “Richard Peterson and cultural theory: from genetic, to integrated, and synthetic approaches.” 
(Marshall Battani, first author). Poetics 28 (2000): 137-56. 
 
* “Cultural meanings and cultural structures in historical explanation,” History and Theory 39 
(October 2000): 331-47. 
 
"Apostasy, apocalypse, and religious violence: an exploratory comparison of Peoples Temple, 
the Branch Davidians, and the Solar Temple," co-authored by Philip Schuyler. Pp. 141-69 in 
David G. Bromley, ed., The Politics of Religious Apostasy: The Role of Apostates in the 
Transformation of Religious Movements (Westport, Cn.: Praeger Publishers, 1998). 
 
"Introduction: the reworking of class analysis." Pp. 1-37 in John R. Hall, ed., Reworking Class: 
(Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press, 1997). 
 
"The mystical apocalypse of the Solar Temple," co-authored by Philip Schuyler. Pp. 285-311 in 
Thomas Robbins and Susan J. Palmer, eds., Millennium, Messiahs and Mayhem: Contemporary 
Apocalyptic Movements (London: Routledge, 1997). 
 
"Measurement and the two cultures of sociology." Pp. 181-208 in Stephen Turner, ed., Social 
Theory and Sociology (New York: Blackwell, 1996). 
 
"Public Narratives and the Apocalyptic Sect: From Jonestown to Mount Carmel," pp. 205-35 in 
Armageddon in Mount Carmel, Stuart A. Wright, editor (Chicago: The University of Chicago 
Press, 1995). 
 
"The capital(s) of culture: a non-holistic theory of status situations, class, gender, and ethnicity." 
Pp. 257-285 in Michèle Lamont and Marcel Fournier, eds., Cultivating Differences: Symbolic 
Boundaries and the Making of Inequality (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1992). 
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* "Where history and sociology meet: forms of discourse and sociohistorical inquiry," 
Sociological Theory 10 (1992): 164-93. 
 
"The patrimonial dynamic in colonial Brazil," pp. 57-88 in Richard Graham, ed., Brazil and the 
World-System (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1991). 
 
"Hermeneutics, social movements, and thematic religious history," pp. 91-113 in David G. 
Bromley, ed., Religion and the Social Order: New Developments in Theory and Research, Vol. 1 
(JAI Press, 1991). 
 
Social interaction, culture, and historical studies," pp. 16-45 in Symbolic Interaction and 
Cultural Studies, edited by Howard S. Becker and Michal McCall (Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press, 1990). 
 
* "Epistemology and socio-historical inquiry," Annual Review of Sociology 16 (1990): 329-51. 
 
"Jonestown and Bishop Hill: continuities and disjunctures in religious conflict," reprinted, pp. 
77-92 in New Religious Movements, Mass Suicide, and Peoples Temple: Scholarly Perspectives 
on a Tragedy, edited by Rebecca Moore and Fielding McGehee III (Lewiston, N.Y.: Mellen 
Press, 1989). 
 
* "Jonestown and Bishop Hill: continuities and disjunctures in religious conflict," Communal 
Studies 8 (1988): 77-89. 
 
"Collective welfare as resource mobilization in Peoples Temple: a case study of a poor people's 
religious social movement." Special president's issue edited by James Richardson and David 
Bromley. Sociological Analysis 49, S (1988): 64-77. 
 
* "Social organization and pathways of commitment: types of communal groups, rational choice 
theory, and the Kanter thesis," American Sociological Review 53 (October, 1988): 679-92. 
 

Reprinted, pp. 312-24 in Doug McAdam and David A. Snow, eds., Social Movements: 
Readings on Their Emergence, Mobilization and Dynamics. Los Angeles: Roxbury 
Publishing, 1997. 

 
"The impact of apostates on the trajectory of religious movements: the case of Peoples Temple," 
pp. 229-50 in David G. Bromley, ed., Falling From the Faith: the Causes, Course, and 
Consequences of Religious Apostasy (Beverley Hills: SAGE, 1988). 
 
"Editor's introduction," pp. 15 - 40, in Paul Pascon, Capitalism and Agriculture in the Haouz of 
Marrakesh (London: Kegan Paul International, 1986). 
 
* "Temporality, social action, and the problem of quantification in historical analysis," Historical 
Methods 17 (1984): 206 - 218. 
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* "World system holism and colonial Brazilian Agriculture: a critical case analysis," Latin 
American Research Review 19 (1984): 43 - 69. 
 
* "The problem of epistemology in the social action perspective," pp. 253 - 289 in Randall 
Collins, ed., Sociological Theory 1984 (San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 1984). 
 
* "Max Weber's methodological strategy and comparative lifeworld phenomenology," Human 
Studies 4 (1981): 153 - 165. 
 
* “The time of history and the history of times,” History and Theory 19 (1980): 113 - 131. 
 
* "The apocalypse at Jonestown," Society 16, #6 (September - October, 1979): 52 - 61. 
 

Reprinted with "Afterword," pp. 269-93 in Thomas Robbins and Dick Anthony, eds, In 
Gods We Trust: New Patterns of Religious Pluralism in America, 2nd ed. (New 
Brunswick, N.J.: Transaction Books, 1990). 

 
Reprinted pp. 377-403 in Tom Zaniello, Explorations in Reading and Writing (New 
York: Random House, 1987). 

 
Reprinted, pp. 35-54, in Kenneth Levi, ed., Violence and Religious Commitment: 
Implications of Jim Jones's Peoples Temple Movement (University Park, Pennsylvania: 
Pennsylvania State University Press, 1982). 

 
Reprinted, pp. 171 - 190 in Thomas Robbins and Richard Anthony, eds., In Gods We 
Trust: New Patterns of Religious Pluralism (New Brunswick, N.J.: Transaction Books, 
1981). 

 
* "Time and communal life, an applied phenomenology," Human Studies 2 (1979): 247 - 258. 
 
* "Alfred Schutz, his critics and applied phenomenology," Cultural Hermeneutics 4 (1977): 265 
- 279. 
 
* "Structural characteristics of a psychiatric patient community and the therapeutic milieu," 
Human Relations 26 (1974): 787 - 809. 
 
"Labor supply and wages in the Yakima Valley [Washington] Asparagus Harvest," prepared for 
Legal Services of Washington, mimeo (1972). 
 
 An Assessment of the Experimental and Demonstration Interstate Program for South Texas 
Migrants, with co-authors (Cambridge, Massachusetts: Abt Associates, Inc., 1969. Reprinted in 
part in Subcommittee on Migratory Labor, U.S. Senate Committee on Labor and Public Welfare, 
91st Congress, Hearings on Migrant and Seasonal Farmworker Powerlessness, pp. 4113 - 4176. 
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ENCYCLOPEDIA ARTICLES AND SHORT ESSAYS  
 
“Politics, culture, and the civil sphere,” Perspectives, newsletter of the ASA Theory section, 
forthcoming, 2007. 
 
“Annales School,” pp. 142-44 in The Blackwell Encyclopedia of Sociology, ed. George Ritzer. 
Oxford: Blackwell, Publishing, 2007. 

 
“Alfred Schutz,” pp. 4061-64 in The Blackwell Encyclopedia of Sociology, ed. George Ritzer. 
Oxford: Blackwell, Publishing, 2007. 

 
"Comparative sociology," pp. 391-397 in Kimberly Kempf-Leonard, ed., Encyclopedia of Social 
Measurement. New York: Academic Press, 2004. 

  
“Donating my Peoples Temple archives to the California Historical Society,” The Jonestown 
Report, volume 6 (October 2004) Web access: 
http://jonestown.sdsu.edu/JonestownReport/Volume6/archhall.htm 
  
“Jonestown in the 21st century,”The Jonestown Report volume 5 (August 2003): 16-17, 19. 
 

Reprinted, “Jonestown in the 21st century,” Society vol. 41, number 2 (2004): 9-11. 
 
“From the chair,” Comparative & Historical Sociology  (spring, 2004): 1-2. 
 
“Greetings from the chair,” Comparative & Historical Sociology 15, no. 3 (fall, 2003): 1-2. 
 
"Comment," Immanuel Wallerstein, "Anthropology, sociology, and other dubious disciplines." 
Current Anthropology 44, 4 (August/October 2003): 463. 
 
“The history of qualitative methods.” Pp. 12613-17, International Encyclopedia of the Social 
and Behavioral Sciences, Neil J. Smelser and Paul B. Baltes, eds. New York: Elsevier, 2001. 
 
"Peoples Temple," in James R. Lewis, ed., Encyclopedia of Cults, Sects, and New Religions 
(Amherst, N.Y.: Prometheus, 1998). 
 
"Reflections of a second-wave meaning-measurement man," Historical & Comparative 
Sociology 10, #3 (summer, 1998): 1, 6-7. 
 
Peoples Temple," pp. 303-11 in Timothy Miller, ed., America's Alternative Religions (Albany: 
State University of New York Press, 1995). 
 
"The Section, the discipline, historical inquiry, and our future." Comparative & Historical 
Sociology 7, #3 (Spring, 1995), p. 2. 
 
"Cultural history," pp. 185-187 in Peter N. Sterns, ed., Encyclopedia of Social History (New 
York: Garland, 1994). 
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"Periodization and sequences," pp. 558-561 in Peter N. Sterns, ed., Encyclopedia of Social 
History (New York: Garland, 1994). 
 
"Events, processes and inquiry," Comparative & Historical Sociology 4, #4 (Summer, 1992): 1-
5. 
 
"Culture and social forces: sociological theory and the information base," Proceedings of the 
Twenty-First Annual Conference, Association for Population/Family Planning Libraries and 
Information Centers, 1989, pp. 1-11. 
 
"Recent developments in cultural history," Culture , newsletter of the Culture Section of the 
American Sociological Association, 2, #2 (1987). 
 
"Communal groups." Pp. 129-130 in The Social Science Encyclopedia, Adam Kuper and Jessica 
Kuper, eds. (London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1985). 


