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ELIGIBILITY AND APPLICATION 

HOW MANY APPLICATIONS DO YOU RECEIVE? 

We receive anywhere from 75 to 130 applications each year. 

HOW COMPETITIVE IS THE ADMISSION PROCESS? 

We usually make 22 to 25 offers with the hope of getting a cohort size of 8 to 12. We are not allowed to re-offer 
admission once students decline an offer. 

WHAT GRADE POINT AVERAGE IS REQUIRED FOR ACCEPTANCE? 

The UC Davis Graduate Studies requires a minimum 3.0 GPA on a 4-point scale. The average for students 
admitted into the Sociology graduate program in recent years is approximately 3.5. 

IS THE GRADUATE RECORD EXAMINATION (GRE) A PREREQUISITE FOR ADMISSION? 

Yes, all applicants must take the GRE. 

WHAT SCORE DO I NEED ON THE GRE FOR ADMISSION? 

In recent years, the average GRE raw score for students admitted into the program is 150 or better in Verbal and 
Quantitative Reasoning, and 4.0 or better in Analytical Writing. Only the general test is required. 

DO YOU REQUIRE THE SUBJECT TEST FOR THE GRE? 

No, only the general test is required. 

IS A MASTER'S DEGREE REQUIRED FOR ADMISSION INTO THE DOCTORAL PROGRAM? 

You do not need a master's degree to be accepted into our doctoral program. A bachelor's degree is sufficient, 
as long as you meet the other admission requirements. 

HOW LONG DO GRE SCORES REMAIN VALID? 

If your GRE scores are less than five years old, they are still acceptable. If your GRE scores are five years old, or 
older, you must retake the GRE. We will NOT waive the requirement for submitting GRE scores. 

I DO NOT WISH TO PURSUE A PH.D. DEGREE; I WANT TO EARN ONLY A MASTER’S DEGREE. 
SHOULD I APPLY? 

We do not offer a standalone master's program. Our program is exclusively designed for students who wish to 
pursue doctoral studies, although you can earn an M.A. degree as part of the Ph.D. curriculum. 

WHAT IS THE DEADLINE FOR APPLYING FOR ADMISSION? 

The application deadline for students is December 15, for the following fall quarter. 
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WHERE SHOULD I SEND MY TRANSCRIPTS? 

For the online application, you should upload scanned copies of your unofficial transcripts. After you have been 
admitted and have submitted your intent to register, UC Davis will require you to send official transcripts from 
each college-level institution you have attended to Graduate Studies. Please do not send any transcripts to the 
department. For more help with transcripts, see Transcript FAQs.  

FROM WHOM SHOULD I SEEK THE LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION? 

The letters of recommendation should be from persons who can evaluate your scholarly potential. We suggest 
obtaining letters from faculty members with whom you have studied or worked. You must submit the letters 
electronically through the online application system. Paper copies will not be accepted. For more help with 
letters of recommendation, see Letters of Recommendation FAQs.  

THE PROGRAM AND CURRICULUM 

DO YOU OFFER CLASSES IN THE EVENING? 

Class times are set by individual instructors. They are normally held during the morning and afternoon. 

HOW MUCH TIME IS REQUIRED TO OBTAIN A DOCTORAL DEGREE? 

Graduate students typically need three years to complete course work and anywhere from 2 to 4 years to 
complete their qualifying paper, exams and dissertation. 

DOES THE DEPARTMENT HAVE A TIME LIMIT FOR COMPLETION OF THE DISSERTATION? 

Graduate students typically take two or three years to complete their dissertation research and writing following 
advancement to candidacy. A student who has not completed dissertation work within three years of passing 
qualifying examinations, however, may be in jeopardy of losing financial support from the program. 

HOW MANY FACULTY MEMBERS DOES THE DEPARTMENT HAVE? 

The Department of Sociology has 22 full-time tenure-track faculty members. We additionally have 5 affiliated 
faculty members. 

HOW MANY GRADUATE STUDENTS ARE CURRENTLY ENROLLED IN THE SOCIOLOGY GRADUATE 
PROGRAM? 

We typically have about 68 graduate students. 

WHAT IS A TYPICAL COHORT SIZE? 

Approximately 8 to 12. 

STUDENT SUPPORT RESOURCES 

WHAT TYPES OF FINANCIAL AID ARE AVAILABLE TO GRADUATE STUDENTS AT UC DAVIS? 

https://grad.ucdavis.edu/admissions/newly-admitted-students/transcript-requirements-new-admits
https://grad.ucdavis.edu/admissions/admission-faqs#Transcript
https://grad.ucdavis.edu/admissions/admission-faqs#Recommendation
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The department generally offers funding to all admitted students through a combination of employment and 
fellowships (see Financial Support). Various loans, grants and fellowships also are available through the UC 
Davis Financial Aid and Scholarships Office. 

WHAT ON-CAMPUS ACADEMIC EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES ARE AVAILABLE? 

Students in the Department of Sociology usually are offered a paying position as a teaching assistant. A limited 
number of graduate research assistant positions also are available depending on faculty needs. Upon advancing 
to candidacy, students who have demonstrated excellence in teaching may be offered the opportunity to 
instruct their own class. 

WHOM DO I CONTACT IF I HAVE A QUESTION ABOUT RESIDENCY? 

If you have any questions about residency status, contact the Office of the Registrar. 

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 

I AM AN INTERNATIONAL APPLICANT; DO I NEED TO SUBMIT TOEFL SCORES? 

The Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) or International English Language Testing System (IELTS) exam 
is required if English is not your native language, unless you have received or will be receiving an undergraduate 
degree from a university at which the primary language of instruction (through the entire school) is English. The 
minimum TOEFL iBT (internet-based test) score for admission is 80. Applicants may need to satisfy additional 
minimum requirements to serve as a teaching assistant. TOEFL scores expire after two years. 

WHAT ARE THE INSTITUTION CODES FOR GRE AND THE TOEFL? 

The UC Davis Institution Code for both GRE and TOEFL is 4834. 

WHAT ARE THE LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY REQUIREMENTS TO BE EMPLOYED AS A TEACHING 
ASSISTANT? 

Per the Office of Graduate Studies, all graduate students who have not earned a prior undergraduate degree 
from an institution at which English was the sole language of instruction must meet one or more of the following 
requirements: 

• Minimum score of 26 on the Speaking subset of the TOEFL iBT 
• Minimum score of 7 on the Speaking subset of the IELTS 
• Achieve a minimum score of 50 on the SPEAK (internal UC Davis exam) 
• Achieve a "pass" on the TOEP (internal UC Davis exam) 

Download and review the language proficiency requirements for teaching assistant positions. 

 

https://sociologyedit.dss.ucdavis.edu/graduate/resolveuid/20da32ff344f48cab09c80941748966e
http://financialaid.ucdavis.edu/
http://financialaid.ucdavis.edu/
https://sociologyedit.dss.ucdavis.edu/graduate/resolveuid/20da32ff344f48cab09c80941748966e
https://sociologyedit.dss.ucdavis.edu/graduate/resolveuid/20da32ff344f48cab09c80941748966e
mailto:residencedeputy@ucdavis.edu
http://grad.ucdavis.edu/sites/default/files/upload/files/current-students/gs2011-01_appt_reqs_intl_ta-ai.pdf
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